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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

————
PRAYER

Rabbi Mara Nathan, Temple Beth-El,
San Antonio, Texas, offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Holy One of blessing, You are the
source of all. Regardless of our faith
traditions, we recognize a force in the
universe calling each of us to fulfill our
potential.

We challenge ourselves to com-
pensate for our shortcomings and em-
phasize our talents and energies for the
greater good. We dedicate ourselves,
each in our own way, to a life of service
and meaning. Committed to the ideals
of our great Nation, we are ever work-
ing towards the promise of what is still
yet to be.

Therefore, we pray that You bestow
the blessings of foresight, compassion,
and patience upon the women and men
of our Congress. May they be united in
working for the good of our Nation,
and may they recognize the spark of
holiness in every human being.

Bless our leaders with strong minds
and open hearts, ever ready to serve
with integrity, purpose, and honor.

Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a
vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
object to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. BROWN) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. BROWN of Maryland led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————————

WELCOMING RABBI MARA NATHAN

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. CAS-
TRO) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to recognize our congressional
prayer leader today, Rabbi Mara Na-
than, and thank her for being here.

Rabbi Nathan began her tenure at
Temple Beth-El in San Antonio in July
2014, where she was the first woman to
serve as senior rabbi of a major con-
gregation in the State of Texas.

At Temple Beth-El, Rabbi Nathan
spent her time contributing to her con-
gregation through community build-
ing, worship innovation, and teaching
Torah to learners of all ages.

Prior to being ordained in 2000 by the
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute
of Religion in New York, she received a
bachelor of arts degree in history as
well as certificates in Jewish studies
and women’s studies from North-
western University in 1993.

During her studies, she was a recipi-
ent of the Steinhardt Fellowship, a
scholarship awarded to rabbinical stu-
dents to further informal education
with teens and college-age students,
and received academic awards for He-
brew, history, and Talmudic studies.

Before coming to San Antonio, Rabbi
Nathan served almost 20 years at
Larchmont Temple in New York, from
1994 to 2014, playing an instrumental
role in all aspects of congregational
life, including spiritual worship, ritual,
and teaching.

We are happy to have Rabbi Nathan;
her husband, Larry; and their children,
Isaac, Solomon, and Miriam, in the San
Antonio community.

Thank you, Rabbi, for your words of
inspiration.

——

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BLACK). The Chair will entertain up to
five further requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———————

HONORING CHIEF RUSSELL
ACHORD

(Mr. ABRAHAM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ABRAHAM. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to honor the life and ulti-
mate sacrifice of West Feliciana Dep-
uty Fire Chief Russell Achord, who
died Wednesday while responding to a
car accident.

Chief Achord served for 24 years and
earned Officer of the Year and Valor in
the Line of Duty recognitions during
that time. He has also helped the com-
munity by implementing programs to
teach high school students emergency
care and improving the fire district’s
standard of care.

It is because of the sacrifices of first
responders like Chief Achord that we
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enjoy the lives we are able to lead. Our
first responders put their lives on the
line every day to keep our commu-
nities safe, and for that we can never
say ‘‘thank you” enough.

Louisiana and West Feliciana Parish
are better because of Chief Achord, and
I ask that you keep his family and his
firehouse in your prayers as they
grieve.

———

PRESSING ISSUES FACING THE
NATION

(Mr. BROWN of Maryland asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BROWN of Maryland. Madam
Speaker, enough is enough. Congress
has a huge list of urgent, overdue bi-
partisan priorities for the American
people, and we can’t keep kicking the
can down the road.

The short-term funding bill congres-
sional Republicans passed yesterday ig-
nores the pressing issues facing our Na-
tion: funding the Children’s Health In-
surance Program and Community
Health Centers; delivering needed re-
sources to fight the deadly opioid epi-
demic; protecting our DREAMers from
deportation; and providing disaster re-
lief for Americans ravaged by hurri-
canes, mudslides, and wildfires.

These issues aren’t going away. We
must work together to address them
immediately. Yet House Republicans
have passed a fourth short-term fund-
ing measure in 4 months.

This month-by-month approach is
reckless and dangerous for the entire
Nation. It hinders our military, med-
ical research, and infrastructure in-
vestments. It hurts seniors who depend
on Social Security and Medicare and
veterans getting care at the VA.

We need to stop the gimmicks and
the cycle of delay. This is no way to
run the government.

Madam Speaker, let’s stop putting
off for tomorrow the things we need to
do today. Let’s get to work.

————

REQUESTING THE RELEASE OF
DOCUMENTS

(Mr. ZELDIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ZELDIN. Madam Speaker, yes-
terday I went to the Capitol basement,
where I read a classified document that
angered me. It was frustrating. It was
disappointing. It was also greatly en-
lightening.

The American people deserve, they
must, they want to know what is in
this document. Release the memo. Re-
lease the memo and all of the related
material sourced in the memo. Release
the file.

There is no concern—there should
not be—for compromising any good
sources and methods by releasing the
memo and releasing the file. What it
would reveal is the Fed’s reliance on
bad sources and methods.
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The American public deserves the
truth. We should not hide the truth
from them. They have waited too long.
Do not pull the wool over their eyes.
Show them the facts. They deserve
nothing less.

———

HONORING PAUL BOOTH

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker,
I rise today to honor the life and
mourn the loss of a precious friend and
mentor, Paul Booth.

Paul was a lifelong happy warrior for
justice and a renowned progressive
champion. For decades, he was a top
leader in his union, AFSCME, fighting
every day for working women and men.

From his youth as a student leader
until the very day he died, he fought
for peace and equality and opportunity.
Paul Booth made things happen. He
was a strategist and, above all, an or-
ganizer. With his life partner, Heather
Booth, Paul inspired and taught us to
work smarter and be better.

Paul Booth will be sorely missed by
all those he touched, including my hus-
band, Bob, and me. We were cherished
friends for decades.

Our hearts go out to Heather and his
sons, Gene and Dan, and all those
whose lives he inspired and that he
touched. We are so sorry. We are heart-
broken.

——————

NORTHAMPTON TOWNSHIP NAMED
ONE OF THE 25 SAFEST CITIES

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Madam Speaker,
I rise today to recognize Northampton
Township in my district in Bucks
County, Pennsylvania, for being named
the safest community in Pennsylvania.

Northampton rose to the top of the
list of 25 safest cities with over 39,000
residents with a score of 90.97, the top
fifth percentile in the entire Nation.
The rankings are run by SafeHome, a

professional security organization
dedicated to making communities
safer.

This recognition would not have been
possible without the dedicated work of
the entire Northampton Township Po-
lice Department and the leadership of
Police Chief Mike Clark. Every day,
these men and women put their lives
on the line to protect their family,
their friends, and their neighbors.

Quoting Chief Clark, who said it best:

It is not just us; it is working hand in hand
with our residents, our administration and
our board of supervisors, our fire depart-
ment, our rescue squads, our school district.
It is everyone working together that makes
this a great place to live.

Well said, Chief Clark. We are so
proud of the emergency services, gov-
ernmental officials, and residents of
Northampton Township. A job well
done.

January 19, 2018

ON DACA AND DREAMERS

(Ms. VELAZQUEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Madam Speaker,
as Republicans demonstrate their in-
ability to fund the Federal Govern-
ment, 700,000 young people are left with
an uncertain future. These DREAMers
exemplify what is best about America.
They have served in our military. They
have built businesses and contributed
to our communities.

This administration has waged an
all-out assault on these young people,
placing them in jeopardy and sowing
fear that they will be sent back to
countries that they do not even know.
And now Republicans in Congress are
turning their back on these young peo-
ple as well.

We could have passed a fix to this
problem as part of a government fund-
ing bill. That would have been a bipar-
tisan solution, and it would have been
supported by the vast majority of the
American people.

BEighty-seven percent of Americans
say DREAMers should be allowed to
stay in the United States, yet Presi-
dent Trump is holding these young peo-
ple hostage for a useless and offensive
border wall. This is unconscionable.

We have a moral obligation to act.
Congress needs to stay here and have
an open vote on a clean DREAM Act.
That is our moral obligation.

——

THE FILIBUSTER NEEDS TO END

(Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia.
Madam Speaker, as you just heard
from the previous speaker and you read
often in the press about a potential
government shutdown, let me just tell
you how this works.

The House passes a bill, then the
Senate considers a bill. In the Senate,
you either vote on the bill with major-
ity vote or the minority party may
choose to filibuster that bill. If the mi-
nority party chooses to filibuster the
bill, which requires 60 votes for cloture,
that shuts down that bill from passing.

We have passed 12 appropriations
bills out of this Chamber right here
that are still sitting in the Senate
waiting to be taken up. One, the Demo-
crats need to drop the filibuster.

I wish the majority party over there
would actually put the bills on the
floor and make the country see the fili-
buster live for all to view. You might
see that over the weekend. I hope the
majority leader does that.

What would cause a lack of funding
for the government is simply the mi-
nority party, which is the Democrats,
in the Senate abusing the filibuster
and causing the government not to be
funded. That is what is causing it. That
is a fact.

You may have different opinions on
other issues, but the fact of the matter
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